THE LAST DAYS OF SARIPUTRA           141

the separation for so many years did not matter.
Some of them asked why he had given up caste;
others, why he had become an ascetic. Some
others talked over the times they had spent
together when young. Sariputra spoke to all with
perfect ease and good temper and remembered the
old days and laughed with them and spoke to all
with affection and consideration. Many of the
young people discovered that the Buddhist ascetic
was no worse than an orthodox one and made
prostrations to him and asked for blessings. It
was late in the afternoon when this ceremony of
reception concluded.

Sariputra's father had died some six or seven
years previously. He had married the grand-
daughter and had asked the young man to stay
with him. Kumudini was unwilling to go away,
leaving her grandfather and mother, with no one
to take care of them. Kumudini's parents-in-law,
however, were particular that their son should be
with them. So, Kumudini and her husband had
to spend most of the time apart. She would stay
in turn with her mother fonsome months and with
her husband other months. She had borne three
children but Veda was the only one now surviving.
Sariputra's father never quite gave up the hope
that his son might come back. He believed that